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In Britain 2,150
churches
belong to the
Baptist Union of
Great Britain,
having 150,000
mermbers
between them

The Baptist Church

ashort history

“The firs Baptit congregtion appearedtn 1609 n Holland. t was
herethat the Church o England mirister John Smyth, perfored 3
atical act of baptsing hirmsef by poring waer on hishead. He
then baptised fis fellow reforrer, Thorras Helwys and ofher
ermbersof the congregation.

‘St and Heluys had el England for Holland in 1607 after being
perseced for warfing to rc the Church of England of al traces of
Rorran Catholigm, They believed tha the Eibl, not church radtion
or relgious creed, was the guide n al maters offith and practce;
that the church shouid be made Up of bellevers orly, not all people
bor inthe local parish; and thatthe church shold be govemed by
those believers.

“The rineteerth certury sau a period of significart growth for the
Baptit moverrent. Great preachers such as Charles Hadkdon
‘Spurgeon in London and Alexander Maclaren in Manchester crew
crouds inthefr thousands.

Today, Baptists are represerted globaly by the Baptis ot

Alliance uhich wasfounded in

Joge I prowiccan everyone is equal.

irternational forurnfor the

exchange of Baptistthougrt,
paying special attertion to Chvisian eclucaion, eligious freedor,
huan ights and rrissions.

Inthe Baptist moverrert everyone is equl. There is no heratchy of
bishops o prets; Baptits are congregational: each church is sef-
govering and sefl-suppotting, made up of merrbers, each with a ole
to play. The churches encourage those attending o becorme church
rermbers through baptism. Thi entites therto vt a the church
reeting where all decisions are rade. Final authorty restsnot with
the riristeror deacons but with church merrhers at the meeting. it
appoits rinisters, elders, deacons and ofhers who take a leadership
role, agree finandal polcy and cterrine rrission srategy.
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